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Kentuck students reunited with Army Dad
By BOBBY ALLEN ROACH

Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Three little girls got a big sur-
prise during a school assembly 
last week.

Lorelai, 9, Taelyn, 9, and Ca-
dence Rosenoff, 7, entered the 
Kentuck Elementary School 
cafeteria with more than 200 of 
their classmates for an assembly 
at around 1:45 p.m. on Sep. 2.

During the assembly, Kentuck 
Elementary Principal Bobby 
Shields announced the names 
of students with high academic 
achievement during the first six 
weeks of school.

Next, Shields announced that 
a magician who was scheduled 
to be there that day would not be 
able to arrive until Thursday.

After the students’ collective 
sighs of disappointment were 
hushed, Shields said he had his 
own magic trick to perform for 
the students and he needed three 
volunteers.

But there was a catch.
They all had to be girls and 

they needed to be sisters.
Lorelai, Taelyn, and Cadence 

were asked to go to the stage 
where they faced the crowd of 
their fellow students and teach-
ers.

Shields then asked the audi-
ence to count down, starting 
with the number 10.

As the countdown approached 
one, the blue curtains on stage 
were opened to reveal their fa-
ther, Army Sgt. Nicholas Rose-
noff, standing behind them.

Shields then asked the girls to 
turn around and that was when 
they saw their father who had 
been deployed to Kuwait six 
months ago, and who they were 
not expecting to see again for 
another six months.

The four embraced while the 
audience applauded and cheered 
the reunion.

Lorelai and Taelyn are in the 
fourth grade while Cadence is in 
the second grade.

Shields orchestrated the sur-
prise when he spoke with the 
girls’ mother, Mandi Rosenoff, 
during school registration this 
summer.

“She told me that [Nicholas] 
was currently serving in Ku-
wait and she was going to have 
to check her students out on a 
certain date when he was going 
to be coming back, to meet him 
at the airport, and I said ‘I think 
I can do that up one better.’ At 
that moment, we tried to plan to 
stage something that would be 
a really neat homecoming for 
[Nicholas] and a surprise for the 
kids,” Shields said.

Keeping the surprise a secret 
was not particularly challenging, 
according to Shields.

“I told no one. The only peo-
ple I told were my assistant prin-
cipal and [Mandi]. We tried to 
keep it a secret. In the last few 
days, I alerted our faculty that 
something really neat was going 
to happen here,” Shields said.

Mandi said even she didn’t 
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Army Sgt. Nicholas Rosenoff returned to the United States 
after spending the last six months deployed in Kuwait. He 
began his visit by surprising his three daughters, Kentuck 
Elementary School students, during what they thought was a 
normal school assembly.See SURPRISE, page 4B

Trip to 
Myrtle 
Beach
Mary Jane 
Lovell, 
holding the 
Star-Tribune, 
traveled to 
Myrtle Beach 
with family 
members 
to attend a 
wedding.

Visits Little White House
Clay Motley of Tampa, Fla., and Joan and Nelson Motley of 
Chatham visited Franklin Roosevelt’s Little White House 
in Warm Springs, Ga. They also visited Jimmy Carter’s 
historical site, The Plains, and Callaway Gardens.

Anniversary trip to Las Vegas 
Jimmy and Carol Stowe took the Star-Tribune with them 
on their week in Las Vegas, part of  their cross-country trip 
in August.  The trip is an early 50th anniversary present to 
themselves.

Meredith Gravely Dance Company competes
DANVILLE – The Meredith Gravely 

Dance Company recently traveled to Orlan-
do, Fla., to attend Tremaine Dance’s National 
Convention and to compete in their National 
Finals.  

The girls took class for four days under 
some of the leading master teachers and cho-
reographers in the dance industry, includ-
ing Keri LaGrand; Derrick Schrader; Laurie 
Johnson, who just won “Favorite Convention 
Teacher” at the Industry Dance Awards in 
Hollywood; and Nakul Dev Mahajan, famed 
Bollywood choreographer and regular on 
“So You Think You Can Dance,” just to name 
a few.  

During the competition, The Meredith 
Gravely Dance Company was more success-
ful than ever. 

The Mini Company received second place 
in the Junior Lyrical Line Division for “No 
Day But Today,” and first place in the Junior 
Jazz Line Division for “You Better Think”.  

The Minis also took home the title of Judg-
es’ Choice National Best Showmanship in the 
Junior Division with their jazz number “You 
Better Think”.  Because of this honor, they 
will be featured on all of Tremaine’s publica-
tions nationwide for the coming year as well 
as on their website.

The Junior Company took third place in 

the Teen Lyrical Line Division for “Little 
Me” and the Mini/Junior Musical Theater 
Production of “Popular” won second place in 
the Teen division.  

The Senior Company won fourth place in 
the Senior Jazz Line Division for “Money 
Make Her Smile,” third place in the Senior 
Lyrical Line Division for “Make You Feel 
My Love,” and first place for “Mama Makes 
Three” in the Senior Musical Theater Line 
Division. 

The team also won second place in their 

See DANCE, page 4B

Scouting registration, 
rocket launch set

On September 14, 15, and 
17, adult Scouting leaders 
from the Blue Ridge Mountains 
Council will be manning tables 
at all Pittsylvania County, Halifax 
County, and Danville City public 
elementary schools (except 
Schoolfield Elementary in Danville 
due to parking lot construction). 
Boys age 7 through 17 can join 
Scouting by going to their local 
elementary school from 6:30 -7:30 
p.m. on those days to sign up for 
Scouting.

On Sep 19, the Blude Ridge 
Mountains Council will have a 
rocket launch for all scouts who 
registered during those dates at 
the softball fields at Dan Daniel 
Park in Danville (for Pittsylvania 
County and Danville City youth) 
and at Edmunds Park in South 
Boston (for Halifax & Charlotte 
County youth).  Check in for the 
launch starts at 9 a.m. After kids 
construct their rocket they will be 
able to launch it. The launch will 
last until noon.

CHAPPs to meet 
CHAPPs (Chatham High After 

Prom Parents) will meet at 
Chatham High School in Room 
C103 on Monday, Sept, 14 at 6 
p.m.  CHAPPS is a committee of 
parents committed to providing 
a safe, drug and alcohol free 
environment for our children on 
prom night.  The CHAPPS After 
Prom Party is open to all juniors 
and seniors and their approved 
dates.  They do not have to attend 
the prom to attend the after prom 
party.  All parents of Chatham 
High School students are invited 
to be a part of CHAPPS.  Parents 
must attend the CHAPPS 
meetings/activities to be eligible to 
attend the After Prom Party.

 

CHS Booster Club 
meeting set

The Chatham High School 
Booster Club meeting will meet 
Monday, Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. in 
Room C105.  All parents are 
encouraged to attend.

Tai-Chi classes
Danville Parks and Recreation 

is hosting Tai-Chi classes Monday 
mornings from 11:15 a.m.-12:15 
p.m., Monday evenings from 
5:45-6:45 p.m., and Wednesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at Ballou 
Recreation Center, 760 West 
Main Street, Danville. 

Improve balance, strength, and 
flexibility, plus it’s a safe way to 
relieve arthritis pain.  Approved 
by the Arthritis Foundation.  The 
perfect fitness activity for the rest 
of your life.  For people of any 
age.  $6 per class.  No classes on 
September 7.  Call 434-799-5216. 

Free Yard Sale at 
Liberty Christian 
Church

Free yard sale for those in need 
at Liberty Christian Church, 380 
Smith Mountain Road, Sandy 
Level, on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 9 a.m. til noon. Items include 
clothing, some appliances, and 
household items.

‘Southern Gentlemen’ 
to play Sept. 11

“The Southern Gentlemen,” a 
bluegrass and Gospel bluegrass 
band from Collinsville will play 
Friday, Sept. 11, from 7 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at Dickie’s Grocery 
and Grill, 10465 Callands Road 
(Route 57), in Callands. For more 
information, call 434-724-7320.

Dine to Donate
On Friday, September 11, Lone 

Star Steakhouse in Danville will 
be hosting  a Dine to Donate all-
day event to support Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Danville Area. 
This will be held at Lone Star 
Steakhouse at 255 Lowes Drive. 
A percentage of all sales will be 
donated to the local agency. All 
volunteers are encouraged to 
bring their “littles” to support the 
event.

Fishermen’s Club stew 
sale

Oakland United Methdist 
Church Fisherneb’s Club is 
having its annual stew sale Sept. 
19 at the church. Stew is $5 per 
quart.  Contact the church to 
reserve stew at 434-432-0257 or 
email  oaklandumc1@gmail.com. 
Stew will be ready for pick up at 
10 a.m.
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have every detail about what was going to 
happen beforehand.

“Mr. Shields was amazing to work with 
about the surprise. He even kept me in the 
dark about some of it. It was so hard not 
telling the girls. Even though this isn’t the 
first time Nick has been overseas, it’s been 
the hardest on the girls,” Mandi said.

The first-year principal said he was 
pleased with the event.

“It was a blazing success,” Shields said, 
“It was a moment, I would have to say, that 
very few folks here at Kentuck will forget 
for a very long time.”

The girls’ mother was appreciative of the 

effort that went into coordinating the sur-
prise.

“I am just grateful that our daughters at-
tend a school that supports not only their 
dad, but also them,” Mandi said.

Nicholas is from Danville and graduated 
from Galileo Magnet High School in 2004. 
He has served in the Army since 2010.

Mandi is from Sutherlin and graduated 
from Dan River High School in 2004.

When asked how they felt after the re-
union, the Rosenoff sisters replied together 
with a single word:

“Happy.”

Surprise
Continued from page 1B Dance

Continued from page 1B

Bobby Allen Roach/Star-Tribune
Three sisters attending Kentuck Elementary School had an unexpected family 
reunion last Wednesday when their father, Army Sgt. Nicholas Rosenoff, 
emerged from behind the curtain on the stage in the school cafeteria. Pictured 
from left to right is the Rosenoff family: Taelyn, Mandi, Cadence, Nicholas, 
and Lorelai.

division for their Senior Jazz Production of 
“River Deep”.  

On top of these prestigious awards, sixth 
grader Alexis Reese was selected as a Ju-
nior Dancer of the Year Finalist.  Dancer 
of the Year is Tremaine’s highest individ-
ual honor and auditions are highly com-
petitive.  Reese and Tremaine Performance 
Company member Logan Patterson, were 
featured in Tremaine’s gala production and 
represented the school so well among some 
of the nation’s best dancers.  

Tremaine’s National Finals capped off 

a phenomenal dance season in which the 
Meredith Gravely Dance Company con-
sistently took home top honors everywhere 
they competed, including “High Score,” 
“Best Showmanship,” and innumerable 
first place awards.  

They represented The Meredith Gravely 
School of Dance and the entire Danville 
and surrounding area very well. Tremaine’s 
motto is “You Have to Earn It,” and The 
Meredith Gravely Dance Company cer-
tainly did, all year long  

The Meredith Gravely School of Dance recently participated in National 
Finals in Orlando, Fla. Pictured from left to right are (Row 1) Olivia Blair, 
Alexis Reese, Cara Lynch, Anne Oakes, Ava Hipkins, Trinity Brooks, Kailei 
Minter, (Row 2) Kameryn Tucker, Alana Farmer, Abbey Alford, Kennedy 
Thacker, Mallory Woodall, Sabrina Wiles, Ella Howard Satterfield, (Row 3) 
Madelynn Blevins, Ally Early, Jordan Hawkins, Holley Setliff, Allie Gentry, 
Taylor Moss, Caitlyn Crews, Madisyn Grogan, Kinsley Simpson, Caroline 
Brande, Erin Blevins, (Row 4) Anna James Abercrombie, Amelia Porch, Sarah 
Goard, Assistant Director Brittany Francis, Director Katie Pruitt, Rachel 
Hayes, Carleigh Coleman, Joan Wynne Reynolds, (Row 5) Anna Brooks, Cara 
Mills, Ally Elliott, (Row 6) Victoria Sater, Alexa Barley, Krystal Owusu, Bailee 
Puckett, Logan Patterson, and Jackie Millay.

farmers, and a multitude of others 
coming and going.

Over the years, numerous ac-
cidents have occurred at the in-
tersection that is surrounded by 
Kentuck Grocery, Crossroads Au-
tomotive, the Corner Café, and a 
tobacco field.  Even though, the 
State held a meeting to get public 
input on a proposed project, most 
residents failed to see the notices 
and to attend.  

One family offered land at no 
cost that would connect the three 
schools with a type of “access 
road” away from the intersection. 
The State would only have had to 
provide maintenance, but the of-
fer was turned down.  Many peo-
ple were disappointed, since that 
concept would have redirected 
most of the heavy traffic.

A stoplight was considered, 
but officials informed the com-
munity that the intersection did 
not “qualify” to have a stoplight 
installed because there was not 
enough traffic.  

When asked on several occa-
sions about the number of cars 
that were needed to “qualify” for 
the stoplight, the official told the 
meeting each time he would get 
back to them with the informa-
tion.  It still has not been report-
ed, but the estimated $8.7 million 
dollar project moved forward.

In the fall of 2014, nearly two 
dozen trees were cut from the 
yard where Don and Linda Shel-
ton live.  They have rented their 
home overlooking the intersec-
tion of Kentuck Road for nearly 
20 years.  

Massive galvanized poles were 

erected along the road in each 
direction.  Heavy equipment 
from Boring Construction out of 
Abingdon soon began the work of 
chiseling a wider intersection and 
progress was made day by day 
over the months.  

The Sheltons understood State 
officials to say that only 15 feet 
of road frontage would be graded 
from the front yard, but it seems 
another 15 feet was removed as 
“slope easement.”  

The Sheltons only have about 
20 feet of yard to the 10-foot drop 
to the road, but their two grand-
sons still love to play with their 
trucks in the small area. 

Six-year-old Ethan Evans and 
four-year-old Evan Shelton de-
lightfully mimic the construction 
that they see taking place below 
the bank of their yard.

Although the road has been 
re-graded, widened, and straight-
ened past Dan River High School 
and Kentuck Baptist Church to 
the north, the business affected 
the most by construction is the 
Corner Café.

  A pole, with a 6’5” circumfer-
ence, was placed in the parking 
lot, just 34 feet from the restau-
rant’s front door. 

Laura McCoy rents the build-
ing from S. Mills Rogers in Rich-
mond. She has run Kentuck’s 
only restaurant since October 1, 
2000.  

When talk of construction be-
gan, the former manager of Belk 
Leggett’s “B.L.T.” in the Mall, 
met numerous times with the 
Department of Transportation of-
ficials.  

Time and again, McCoy’s 
questions about the construction 
around her business were not an-
swered.  Between hamburgers, 
and home cooked meals of chick-
en, steaks, and vegetables, frus-
tration increased over the months 
as construction continued. 

Officials did not answer wheth-
er the restaurant would be demol-
ished and Laura McCoy’s busi-
ness was as unsure as the future 
meals of the Cafe’s customers.

When the pole was planted in 
front of the building, plenty of 
discussion could be heard at res-
taurant tables. Customers openly 
wondered why the extra expense 
was not incurred to plant it a few 
feet behind the building where it 
would create little disturbance, if 
any.  In the first month alone, over 
30 patrons backed their vehicles 
into it. 

The most difficult result of the 
construction for McCoy has been 
the loss of customers due to the 
parking confusion around the res-
taurant.  

Due to dust, moving equip-
ment, changing traffic patterns, 
and the addition of the pole at the 
front door, her business has lost 
an average of $1,500 per month.  
The concern can be seen in Mc-
Coy’s eyes as she sees the inevita-
ble closing of the Café if a major 
change is not made.

The Neighbors Care
Across the intersection, Mark 

King, the owner of Crossroads 
Automotive, was somewhat hesi-
tant to voice his opinion about 
the construction. The project has 
crowded his parking lot, and add-

ed plenty of dust and confusion, 
but he was more concerned about 
the Café�s dilemma.  He said that 
when he built his shop 27 years 
ago, he was told that there were 
plans to expand the intersection.  

In the current situation, his 
preference would have been a 
stoplight and some widening of 
the road.  Since that option is not 
planned, he leans toward the pro-
posed “roundabout” that is still a 
surprise to many area residents.  

Memories of a fatality and nu-
merous accidents at the intersec-
tion cause King to prefer “any-
thing that will slow down the ve-
hicles before they hit each other.”  

A couple of residents men-
tioned the State’s plan to build a 
temporary roundabout and see if 
people would accept it after a six-
month test.  

At roundabouts, vehicles travel 
counterclockwise around a raised 
center island, with entering traffic 
yielding the right-of-way to cir-
culating traffic. Entering vehicles 
negotiate a curve sharp enough to 
slow speeds to about 15-20 mph.  

Apparently, if the public ac-
cepts the roundabout, the tempo-
rary traffic circle will be torn out 
and replaced with a permanent 
structure.

Kentuck Grocery owner, Nass-
er Abuiznied moved to the U.S. 
from Jerusalem and is the second 
owner after Danny Tate sold it in 
February 2005.  

Abuiznied is sorry for the loss 
of business across the road at the 
Café.  He hopes the construction 
and the changes do not drive peo-
ple away permanently.  

Store clerk, Corey Osborne 
shook his head at the dilemma 
that he knows McCoy faced with 
the loss of business.  

Co-worker Sherry Clayton 
shared her concern that delays in 
a roundabout at the intersection 
could cost lives when the nearby 
rescue squads from Ringgold and 
Laurel Grove answer calls. 

Lucy Adkins substitutes in the 
high school’s office and was han-
dling numerous situations on the 
intercom as construction contin-
ued at the end of the school day.  

She couldn’t understand the 
necessity of the construction’s 
expense and loss of business.  
Her suggestion was to place one 
of the school’s resource officers 
to direct traffic at the intersection 
during school hours. 

“That would have cost almost 
nothing extra,” she said as the 
phone rang again.

Meanwhile, the Corner Café 
is seeking solutions as the heavy 
equipment continues its efforts 
toward progress.  

Some customers have sug-
gested the construction of a larger 
restaurant, built farther back on 
the property to allow for plenty 
of parking.  The idea of a larger 
building on the same side of the 
road, with more modern equip-
ment and fancier décor, brought 
a sparkle to Laura McCoy’s eyes.  

She knows when the commu-
nity works together, the best kind 
of progress can be made.

Intersection
Continued from page 2B

DCC graduate breaks industrial gender barriers
DANVILLE–Marching to the 

beat of her own drums. That is what 
28-year-old Porchia Russell, a May 
2015 graduate of Danville Com-
munity College (DCC)’s Precision 
Machining Technology program, has 
done since childhood. 

A family friend gave Russell her 
first set of drumsticks at the age of 
three. Russell started playing the 
drums, and by her own set of rules, 
then, without fear of failure and 
without regard to the conventions of 
society.

She played basketball and softball 
in school and had a fascination with 
Legos and how things are construct-
ed. She later designed her own line 
of T-shirts. Most recently, Russell 
recently found her niche in a male-
dominated career field–precision 
machining. 

“I’m a female drummer. I’m a ma-
chinist. I’m an artist. I don’t want to 
regret not trying something. If you 
want to accomplish something, find 
some way of doing it. Set goals for 
yourself,” Russell said.

The skills she gained as a student 
at DCC, and her self-confidence, 
Russell had the luxury of choosing 
where she would work.

By last count, she had seven em-
ployment offers, and ultimately ac-
cepted the one she received from 
Ideal Fastener in Oxford, N.C. Al-
ways learning, Russell says she 
chose Ideal Fastener because it 
placed her in an environment where 
she could best expand her knowl-
edge of the machining industry. Plus, 
it was not far from her hometown of 
Pelham, N.C. 

Russell says she hopes her deci-
sion to start a career in machining 
will motivate other women to take 
similar career pathways. 

“Manufacturing as a whole is a 
field that women should consider. 
There are a lot of companies that 
want to give females the opportunity 
to be in the manufacturing world,” 
Russell notes. “You work in a cli-
mate-controlled environment. You 
have great benefits, great starting 
pay: $40,000-$70,000 per year. That 

in itself is a confidence booster.”
Russell explains that her parents, 

Timothy and Valerie Russell, always 
encouraged her to be the best in ev-
erything, and never to let being a fe-
male stand in the way of achieving 
her goals.

Not only is Russell unafraid to 
try new things, but she takes every-
thing she does to the next level.As 
an artist, she aspires to create new 
“do-it-yourself” screen printing so-
lutions to share with others. Today, 
she strives to learn every aspect of 
the machine shop at Ideal Fastener, 
from the maintenance and inspec-
tion of the machinery to the expert 
operation of the machinery to create 
custom parts. 

“It’s simple to be average. It takes 
a special effort to be great and mas-
ter your crafts,” Russell said. “If you 
realize you have a God-given talent, 
you need to put forth your best ef-
fort. I just want to make sure I have 
all the tools necessary for every op-
portunity that presents itself.”

Porchia Russell, a recent graduate of Danville 
Community College’s Precision Machining 
Technology program, is making her mark in a male-
dominated field. At last count, she had received seven 
employment offers, and ultimately accepted the one 
she received from Ideal Fastener in Oxford, N.C.
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