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Outer Banks vacation
The Pendry family is pictured with their Star Tribune on a 
recent trip to the Outer Banks of NC. In the photo, they are 
in Nags Head. Left to right are Tyler, Jim, Tanner and Judy 
Pendry.

Mexican vacation
Danny and Joan Walker and Jim and Cheryl Fisk recently 
visited the Mayan Ruins at Chichen Itza, Mexico while 
vacationing in Cancun.  The picture is taken with their copy of 
the Star Tribune in front of the El Castillo pyramid.

Linemen compete in rodeo
Line personnel from Meck-

lenburg Electric Cooperative 
(MEC) recently competed in the 
32nd Annual International Line-
man’s Rodeo held on Saturday, 
Oct. 17, in Bonner Springs, Kan. 
This event is held each year to 
recognize the profession of line 
work as well as demonstrate the 
safety, skill, and education of its 
participants. Participating in the 
rodeo allows MEC’s line work-
ers to see, first-hand, new tools, 
new safety equipment, and most 
importantly to share experiences 
with hundreds of other experi-
enced lineman.

Linemen/servicemen Mat-
thew Doss and Jamie Walden 
and service technician Jonathon 
Guynes, all of Gretna, partici-
pated as a journeyman team in 
pole climbing, hurt-man rescue, 
and two line maintenance events. 
Apprentice lineman Jason Hol-
ley, also of Gretna, represented 
MEC in the apprentice divi-
sion in pole climbing, a written 
skill test, hurt-man rescue, and 
two additional line maintenance 
events. 

All four were in competition 
against linemen from electric co-
operatives, investor-owned utili-
ties, municipals, contractors, and 
military teams from across this 
U.S. and several other countries. 

Holley, who placed well, was 
12th in the apprentice line main-
tenance #1 event out of 303 ap-
prentices and placed 14th overall 
in the REA Division while Doss, 
Walden, and Guynes likewise 

placed well – 18th overall in the 
REA Division.

During this international 
event, Blake Hutcherson, man-
ager of Gretna district opera-
tions, served as a judge; and 
Nelson Smith, line foreman, 
served as team coach.  

Attending this year’s Inter-
national Rodeo marked Smith’s 
15th overall rodeo as a partici-
pant, coach, or judge; this in-
cludes qualifying and attend-
ing the International Rodeo for 
two years as a participant and 
lending his expertise twice as a 
judge.  

“Since coming to MEC, I’ve 
worked alongside a number of 
younger employees, includ-
ing the members of this year’s 
team,” Smith said. “Watching 
them compete is like cheering 
on my very own children – I’m 
proud of who they’ve become 
and how they’ve grown. I’ve 
seen them develop, learn, and 
mature to a point of now lead-
ing the way. Participating in the 
rodeo teaches the importance of 
teamwork and the importance of 
watching each other’s back that 
leads to successfully completing 
an event with no mistakes. Elec-
trical energy demands respect. 
There are no do-overs…and mis-
takes are deadly.”

Apprentices, like Gretna’s 
Holley, are able to hone their 
skills while completing the test 
and applying their knowledge on 
safety requirements and OSHA 
standards used in daily work. 

Each rodeo event stresses safety 
and skill that will serve an ap-
prentice his entire career.   

MEC president and CEO John 
C. Lee, Jr., travelled with the 
group to lend his support and 
to also stay abreast of changing 
safety and work techniques. 

Lee said, “Our journeyman 

team and apprentice proudly up-
held Mecklenburg Electric Co-
operative’s long-standing tradi-
tion of highly competitive rodeo 
participants at the largest ever 
International Lineman’s Rodeo 
– the World Series of lineman 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative linemen/servicemen Jamie 
Walden (left) and Matthew Doss, both of Gretna, compete in a 
line maintenance event at the International Lineman’s Rodeo 
in Kansas.

See RODEO, page 4B

Time moves forward again on Main Street
By BOBBY ALLEN ROACH

Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Eugene Volk spent three days returning the clock 
at First Citizens Bank on Main Street in Chatham to 
operational form.

Volk, of Lake Toxaway, N.C., said the clock has 
been through a series of repairs and upgrades during 
its lifetime.

“We have upgraded the clock now to an electronic 
system,” Volk said.

While the mechanisms operating the clock are very 
new, the two faces of the clock look the same as be-
fore.

“The outside is identical. It’s only the inside that’s 
changed,” Volk said.

He also said that he believes the clock was origi-
nally placed at that location in the late 1800s or early 
1900s.

Volk said he and his wife, Barbara, made three trips 
to Chatham to assess the clock’s then-current state, to 
remove the unusable old parts, and then to install the 
upgraded parts.

The north-facing side of the clock stopped work-
ing several years ago, resting at 6:34, and the south-
facing side stopped approximately 18 months ago and 
stopped at 4:12.

Volk says the new machinery that operates the clock 
is self-correcting, meaning that if the clock loses pow-
er, it can reset itself when electricity is restored as well 
as self-adjust for daylight savings time.

Volk has been repairing clocks since the 1960s.
“I’m a mechanical engineer and it just seemed like 

a follow-on trade. The nice thing about it is you know 
when you did it right and when you did it wrong be-
cause either the clock runs or it doesn’t run,” Volk 
said.

Volk knew his work would result in something spe-
cial for the community.

“We’ve heard from a lot of people that have walked 
by while we’re working on it saying they’re so glad 
that somebody’s finally going to fix the clock and 
we’re just glad to be a part of it,” Volk said.

The clock face is illuminated from within by a white 
light and surrounded by green stained glass on both 
sides.

Bobby Allen Roach/Star-Tribune
Eugene Volk stands with his wife, Barbara, in front of the newly-repaired 
clock at First Citizens Bank on Main Street in Chatham. Volk repaired the 
clock over three visits from his home in North Carolina.

Fall festival set 
Saturday

Rocksprings United Methodist 
Church in Ringgold will have its 
fall festival on Saturday, Nov. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m. We will serve stew 
free by the bowl, have games for 
kids, hayrides, and fire and ems 
trucks.  Everyone welcome. Rain 
cancels.

Climax VFD fundraiser
The Climax VFD is hosting a 

fund raising dinner on 
Saturday, Nov. 14, from 4:30 - 6 
p.m.

Meals cost $8 per person 
and consist of: fish, hush puppies, 
corn on the cob, cole slaw, drink, 
and dessert. Gun raffle drawing 
will take place at 6 p.m.

 

Tunstall to host Art 
Extravaganza

Tunstall High School is hosting 
an Art Extravaganza Friday, Nov. 
13, at 6 p.m. Admission is free, 
but donations are appreciated. 
The event includes a juried art 
show from fall semester art 
students at 6 p.m., a one-act cast 
performance piece at 6:30 p.m., 
a choral performance at 7 p.m., 
and a Marching Vanguard Band 
performance of its fall show at 
7:30 p.m.

Potato supper set 
Nov. 13

The missions committee of 
Hurt United Methodist Church will 
have a potato supper on Friday, 
Nov.13, at the church, located at 
196 Ramp Road in Hurt, from 5-7 
p.m.

The meal will consist of baked 
potato, salad, homemade chile 
beans, homemade desserts and 
beverage for $7.00. Take outs will 
be available.

The Fellowship Club will have 
homemade candy and baked 
goods for sale. There will be some 
homemade crafts also. Come out 
and enjoy some good food and 
fellowship.

Proceeds from the potato 
supper will go to the Society of St. 
Andrew.

Holiday grief 
workshop scheduled

Getting through the holidays 
is often difficult when you have 
lost someone dear to you. 
Simply trying to survive the days 
where everyone around you is 
celebrating and spreading good 
cheer may be depressing, as 
your mind is filled with memories 
and your heart is heavy with 
loneliness.  It doesn’t matter 
whether the loss took place last 
week, several months ago, or 
even last year, the holidays can 
bring emotions flooding to the 
surface.

A “Getting through the Holidays 
Grief” workshop will be presented 
by Kathy Gray, Bereavement 
Coordinator for Liberty HomeCare 
& Hospice, on Wednesday, 
Nov. 18, at 3 p.m. at Stratford 
House Retirement Community, 
Evergreen Room,1111 
Main Street, Danville. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

 To ensure we have enough 
copies of information for 
everyone, we ask that you sign 
up for this workshop by calling 
Rhonda Hollie at Stratford House 
Retirement Community 434-799-
2266 or Kathy Gray at 434-799-
2308, by Friday, Nov. 13.

Ruritan stew 
set Nov. 14

Hurt-Motley Ruritan Club will 
have a Brunswick stew Saturday, 
Nov. 14, at the Hurt-Motley 
Community Center. Stew will be 
ready at 9 a.m. and costs $5.50 
per quart.

Chatham Christmas 
Parade set Dec. 12

The annual Chatham Christmas 
Parade is scheduled for 11 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 12. Grand 
marshals are Sam Swanson 
Jr. and H.F. Haymore. Entries 
should line up by 9 a.m. on Hurt 
Street. For more information, 
go to Chatham Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Facebook page or 
the Town of Chatham web site 
or call Assistant Fire Chief Jacob 
Coles at 434-250-1634.
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